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‘Bulpria is =o¥ undergoing sn scoaomic crisis.
For several months, the government bas baer facing serious financial difficulties,
dappite the monetary reform of May 1952 end the government's coafiscation of

the savings of the Bulgarian people.

. Tho first eigas of this crisls appsared in August, vhen a shortage of
2cod hecame roticsable. At the time; peopla thought it was oxly a texporary
stortage. FEovevar, tie situdtion vent frem bad to worse decpite ths promises
mads by the .eadsrs vhen ratica coupons vere sbolished. Accordimg to thoss
promises, the raform would bring u era of pleaty to the vhole country.

Batvean August arni Iwnhr,‘dw disappeared completely from the market.
It rezppeersd iv smell, tttioe:'on &4 November vhes one htlf kilogrem per
family could be purchu.d ter Xy 3- ‘to h-hour waii im fromt of the stores.

At the sams time, -uk, chuw otl, butter, fat, and flour 4isappeared
from the market. At preswit, s ni!aa of ome quurter kilogram of each of
thess commodities can ba pmma, azm- yaitiag ia lins for hours.

K S Y 4

In the case of milk, the rqp ».}‘.,"- bas been reintroduced but Ia a
different form; riﬁiol ,@& tributed montaly reation cards good for
one half liter per h; mvmg&'mm under 7 years of ase.

SIFA

The chaos im supply 1l umt 4gbla. Endless gquevss can bs seez ia
. front of the stores all day loag.| 15,1760 bhours, wkan tha offices ciose,
- {he gueues consist mainly. or old mﬂo and childrsz., Tos o) pscpls carry
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small benches on which to rest during their long hours of waiting. Afver 1700
hours, the white-collar vorkere and laborers form lines uptil the shops close o
for the night. 0ften, alter walting meny bours, they hsve to return home empty-

banded. o, i } i B R R

LR Contrary to custrm, the lemders vere not uble to prevent these céndit_iém
"' before the municipel elections of the lkth of this month or bafore the Bew Year
. holidays . ) ‘ ‘ T RS U R SN e

. ’In the [Bovernment/ administretion ns well 88 in the enterprises, the
+situation is serlous because funds are lacking &nd salaries are not paid. ..On the
. 20th of this month, workers received only small “"sdvances” on the pey.zlready
due them. ; o et L g e B e
A fev dBys REO, the workers vere notified officislly that they would be.
- 'patd beforye 3). Decembar 1952. On the folloving day, bovever, this notification
" 'was cabceled by the Ministry of Fimknce, which announced, that selaries would,
‘be paid between 3 and 7 Jaouary 1953. : R Rt AR TC R

A white-collur worker told me last oight thet all the members of the. .
. 1 o0 sindetry wbere ha works are plsnning to protest viclently if the salaries ere
. U not peid todmy. I em sure notalng will happen, because the fear of losing -
; - .‘their Jobe will prevent them from acting. . R . '

Another result of the current economic crisie 1s mass dismisnia ‘:Irorm sll
administrations, shope, factories, and enterprises.

‘ The folloving Yigures indicate the number of employees vho hava been dis.-

- charged from administrative organizetions in Sofis only: ¥ational Bank of

Bulgsria, 500; Investment Bank, 240; State Pharmeceutical Enterprise, 140:

e ) and the Narkoop (Consumers' Cooperative), 70. This pakes & total of about
1,000 people discharged from only I organizations, which means that many
thousands of persorns are Jcbless, The dismissels sre effective as of 1 Jeauary
1953, The dismisael notices vere delivered ut the Yoginning of this veek.

In the industrial enterprises, the situation is ‘ha same. Everyvhere one
: £inds total disorgsairation. There is o shortage of materisl, 2und vork is
- susponded for seversl days each veek. These interruptions affect the preduction
norms, as well as the workere’ wages, which gre peid according to output.

Many officials sad smployees have not boen paid for @ montbs. They live
as well as they can with the small ngdvapces” vhich sze distributzd from time

o to tims.

A6 far as the building program i3 concerned, we have the impresaloa, at
ieast in Bofia, that it is progressing rapidly, because sany nev and large
bulldings bave sprung up iz conformity vith the reconstruction plcn for the
center of the capital. However, wken a Communist engineer vas telng copgratulated
recestly on the work accomplished, he looked at the speaker ¥ ih estonishaant
and replied that thic was only camcufluge to give the impression thst it vas
the same all over the country, a»d that actually most of the duilding oujectives
b&va been adendoned for lack of funds.

In the villages, the situativn is also criticel. Cooperativs farmers

‘. receive per working day, only cue xilogram of vheat 2ith which to make thelr
' bread; and & leva, which will Yoy, for inotacue. one liter of ailk.
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Nowever, this did
This is the pressst econcmic situation in Bulgaria. ’

pot prevenmt the authorities from orgasizing recemtly in the provisces s .
'nuu‘smw‘mmmzwmmmm,mmw.:
m&b‘ sosicersing it, or from proclaixing that the Five-Texr Roonomi
Pian {19%9-53) hed been fulfilled in b years.
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